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Harry Belafonte (cont�’d) Harry Belafonte�’s first UNICEF mission immediately followed his
appointment as a Goodwill Ambassador. He travelled to Dakar,
Senegal, where he served as chairman of the International
Symposium of Artists and Intellectuals for African Children. He
also helped raise funds, along with more than 20 other artists, in
the largest concert ever held in sub Saharan Africa.

Belafonte and his wife, Julie, went on a mission to Rwanda in
1994, during which they met President Bizimungo and visited
UNICEF supported centres for unaccompanied children. On
returning to the United States, Belafonte launched a media
campaign to raise awareness of the needs of Rwandan children.

In June 2001 the Belafontes�’ commitment to the campaign
against HIV/AIDS took them to South Africa, where they saw first
hand the impact of the disease and efforts to fight it. Once back
in New York, Belafonte publicized the mission and promoted
UNICEF efforts widely with the media.

In between such trips, Belafonte has been involved in numerous
special concerts and broadcasts to raise funds for UNICEF and
promote its programmes. He has taken every opportunity to
support the work of UNICEF national committees and advocate
for children�’s rights. His efforts with the United States Congress
to influence policies that benefit children have been important to
UNICEF and to the cause of children everywhere.

Harry Belafonte was born in Harlem, New York. He later moved to
his mother�’s birthplace, Jamaica, where he discovered the folk
music that became his trademark. His third album, Calypso,
became the first recording in history to sell more than a million
copies. Since then Belafonte�’s concert tours have broken
attendance records worldwide.

American audiences first saw Belafonte on Broadway in John
Murray Anderson�’s Almanac (1953), for which he won a Tony
Award. A Hollywood career spanning five decades followed.
Belafonte was the first African American man to win an Emmy,
for his television music special Tonight with Harry Belafonte
(1959), the first of several TV specials he produced.

The United States awarded Belafonte the National Medal of the
Arts, one of its highest honours, in 1994. In 2000 he received the
Ronald McDonald House Charities�’ 2000 Award of Excellence in
recognition of his humanitarian work. Using the US$100,000
honorarium from this award, Belafonte launched the Harry and
Julie Belafonte Fund for HIV/AIDS in sub Saharan Africa, which is
administered by the US Fund for UNICEF.

 



9:45 AM SCREENING
A SMALL ACT

Film Introduction: Jennifer Arnold, Director

Jennifer Arnold

Film Contact
Harambee Media, INC.

harambeemedia@asmallact.com

General Inquiries/Screenings:
asmallact@filmsprout.org

347.682.2483

www.asmallact.com

Jennifer Arnold graduated from UCLA and University of Nairobi
with a B.A. in African History and returned to UCLA for a MFA in
Film. Her award winning film, MAID OF HONOR screened at
Sundance before airing on HBO/Cinemax and Film 4. Jennifer
returned to Sundance with her internet series, "The Mullet
Chronicles," which was developed into the documentary,
AMERICAN MULLET and released by Palm Pictures and Lionsgate.
Jennifer also co directed a documentary for Ethan Coen and
wrote a motorcross script, SPEEDWAY, which was selected for
Berlin Talent Campus�’ script clinic, IFP's No Borders and FIND�’s
Directors Lab / Fast Track Program.

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

Hilde Back Foundation Fund

www.hildebackeducationfund.com

The Hilde Back Education Fund, (HBEF) is a charitable community
based organization that assists children from poor families
complete primary and secondary school education in Githunguri
Kenya.

It was founded by Chris Mburu in 2001 and has since been paying
school fees for bright children from needy families. The Hilde
Back Education Fund is registered under the laws of Kenya to
pursue the following objectives:

To provide education scholarship and other academic
opportunities to bright children and from poor families and
disadvantaged communities

To unlock the unexplored potential in children and young persons
from disadvantaged communities by making available to them a
wide variety of new local and international opportunities in the
areas of education, arts, sports, science and modern technology

To inculcate public service values on the youth by encouraging
them to participate in community development projects aimed at
achieving commuity self reliance and advancement

To protect and promote the right of education for all, as provided
for under international human rights instruments.  



Network For Good

www1.networkforgood.org/aSmallAct

Imagine what the world would be like if every time you were
inspired to help someone or something, you could with just a
few clicks of a mouse, anywhere online. That�’s the mission of
Network for Good. We make it as easy to donate and volunteer
online as it is to shop online, and we make it simple and
affordable for all nonprofits, of any size, to recruit donors and
volunteers via the Internet.

11:30 12:45 AM PANEL
Education Obstacles & Solutions �– The Power Of One

Moderator: Stephane Dujarric, Senior Adviser and Spokesperson, United Nations Development Program
(UNDP). Panelists: Chris Mburu, central character in A SMALL ACT and Chief, Anti Discrimination Section, Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations; Penny Abeywardena, Senior Manager of
Education/Girls and Women, Clinton Global Initiative; Allison Anderson, Scholar, Center for Universal
Education, Brookings Institution;Michael Gibbons, Education Partnership for Children on Conflict at the
Council on Foreign Relations and International Training and Education Program, American University; Heather
Simpson, Senior Director, Education and Child Development at Save the Children

Stephane Dujarric
Senior Adviser and Spokesperson, United
Nations Development Program (UNDP)

Stephane Dujarric was appointed as Director of Communications
for the UN Development Programme (UNDP) in February 2009.
He joined UNDP as Spokesman and Senior Advisor in early May of
2008.

Before joining UNDP, Dujarric served as Deputy Director of
Communications for United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki
moon for over a year. In that capacity he focused on strategic and
crisis communications issues. He was also an ad hoc liaison
between the Office of the Secretary General and the Jewish
community.

Prior to that, Stéphane was the chief spokesman for former
Secretary General Kofi Annan from June 2005 through December
2006. During that time he conducted daily televised press
briefings for the international journalists accredited to the United
Nations. His time as Spokesman was marked by the Oil for Food
scandal, the Israel Lebanon war, Darfur and host of other crises.
As Spokesman, Stéphane accompanied Kofi Annan on his major
travels throughout the world.

Stéphane joined the United Nations in 2000 and was an Associate
Spokesman until 2005. Before that he worked for nine years at
ABC News in New York, London and Paris, traveling extensively on
assignment throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East.

A graduate of Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service
(88), Stéphane was born in France and moved to the United
States in 1974. He currently lives in New York with his wife and
three children.



Chris Mburu
Chief, Anti Discrimination Section, Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights,

United Nations

Chris Mburu is an international human rights lawyer from Kenya
who is currently serving as Coordinator ad interim of the Anti
discrimination Unit with the United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva, Switzerland, focusing
on anti discrimination work. A graduate of University of Nairobi
(LL.B) and Harvard Law School (LL.M), Mr Mburu has worked on
human rights, governance, democracy, peace and conflict
resolution issues for over 15 years and has served in many
countries including USA, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sierra
Leone, Uganda, South Africa, Ethiopia and Eritrea. Prior to his
transfer to Geneva, he served as Advisor on Democracy for the
UN Regional Center for Human Rights and Democracy in
Yaoundé. He has previously worked with leading human rights
organizations and policy think tanks, including Global Rights, the
International Crisis Group and Amnesty International.

Penny Abeywardena
Senior Manager of Education/Girls and

Women, Clinton Global Initiative
www.clintonglobalinitiative.org

Penny Abeywardena is Senior Manager for the Education and
Girls and Women portfolios at the Clinton Global Initiative. Prior
to joining CGI, she was the Director of Strategic Relations for the
Drum Major Institute for Public Policy, a progressive policy think
tank, where she was responsible for developing and executing
the organization�’s annual plan for strategic partnerships and
fundraising. She has worked in both development and
programmatic areas for Human Rights Watch, UNICEF Jordan and
the Funding Exchange. She graduated from the University of
Southern California with a BA in Political Science and minor in
Business Administration and completed her Master of
International Affairs at Columbia University's School of
International and Public Affairs, where she studied economic and
political development and non profit management. Penny
currently serves on the Board of Directors of Harlem Success
Academy 5, the Advisory Board of Blue Engine, and is a member
of the New York Women's Foundation's Grants Allocation
Committee. She has previously served on the Boards of Sakhi for
South Asian Women and Resource Generation.

Allison Anderson
Fellow, Center for Universal Education,

Brookings Institution

Allison Anderson is currently a Fellow with the Brookings
Institute�’s Center for Universal Education, focusing on how
quality education can help mitigate the impact of disasters and
promote climate change adaptation and conflict resolution. She is
also an Adjunct Professor on Critical Challenges and
Opportunities in Education in Emergencies through to Recovery at
Columbia University�’s School of International and Public Affairs
(SIPA).

From 2003 2010, Allison worked with Inter Agency Network for
Education in Emergencies (INEE), a global network of over 4,000
members working in 138 countries around the world. As the
Director of the network, Allison provided strategic direction and
served as a technical expert on education within disaster
preparedness, response and recovery to governments,
policymakers and international and regional bodies, informing
policy and coordinating stakeholders to strengthen institutional
coordination and enhance global knowledge and capacity. Prior



Allison Anderson (cont�’d) to that, she served as the INEE Coordinator for Minimum
Standards, leading a process to develop and implement the INEE
Minimum Standards, the only global, inter agency tool to
enhance the quality of educational preparedness and response
and increase safe access to relevant learning opportunities.

From 1998 2003, Allison worked with the Women's Refugee
Commission, leading adolescent participatory research and
advocacy with young people in Kosovo, Sierra Leone and
Northern Uganda in order to inform global, regional and national
policy and programming. Allison holds a Master�’s Degree in
International Relations from the Graduate Institute of
International Studies / l'Institut universitaire de hautes études
internationales in Geneva and a Bachelor�’s Degree in Political
Science with an interdisciplinary concentration in International
Relations from Yale University.

Michael Gibbons
Education Partnership for Children on

Conflict at the Council on Foreign Relations
and International Training and Education

Program, American University

Mr. Gibbons has worked in basic education, community developme
and social justice since the mid 1970s in Asia, Africa, Latin America
and low income areas of the USA. He specializes in basic and
nonformal education, child development, adult learning processes,
training of educators and organizational learning. He holds a Ph.D.
from the Fielding Institute in human and organizational developmen
with a focus on organizational learning processes within educationa
programs. He is particularly interested in the role learning plays in
personal development and social transformation.

Currently, Mr. Gibbons teaches courses in international training,
education and development at The American University, George
Washington University and the Monterey Institute for
International Studies. He leads �“Leadership <> Learning�”, a
program supporting inter agency learning in basic education,
child rights and social justice. Current projects include support for
a funders�’ group for international education, advising the
grantmaking programs of several private foundations, advising
programs for the Inter agency Network for Education in
Emergencies, Child Protection and Care Learning Network,
Coalition to Protect Education from Attack, The International
Rescue Committee, Save the Children, and supporting selected
local NGOs in Africa and Asia working on education and child
rights.



Heather Simpson
Senior Director, Education and Child
Development at Save the Children

Heather Simpson is the Senior Director for Education and Child
Development at Save the Children. She is responsible for
programming to support children�’s early development, basic
education, and school health and nutrition in over 30 countries.
She has over fourteen years of progressive professional
experience in the United States government, non profit, and
private consulting sectors. She has designed and managed
medium and large scale educational projects in Latin America,
South Asia, Southeast Asia, Southern Africa, and the United
States, and served as the technical advisor for a range of social
development interventions in educational development, teacher
professional development, youth empowerment, distance
learning, agricultural extension, program evaluation, and applied
research. She served as a Peace Corps Volunteer and coordinator
in agricultural extension in Honduras. Ms. Simpson has an
undergraduate degree in anthropology from Yale University and
completed her graduate studies in social foundations of
education at the University of Virginia.

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

UNPD

www.unpd.org

UNDP is the UN's global development network, an organization
advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge,
experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are
on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own
solutions to global and national development challenges. As they
develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our
wide range of partners.�”

Clinton Global Initiative

www.clintonglobalinitiative.org

After attending thousands of meetings where people talked
about issues but took too little action to solve them, President
Clinton decided to host a different kind of a meeting �– one
focused on action. In 2005, he launched the Clinton Global
Initiative (CGI) to bring together world leaders, business
executives, leaders of effective nongovernmental organizations,
and philanthropists. At CGI�’s Annual Meeting and throughout the
year, we forge cross sector partnerships and help match
resources with the people and organizations that need them
most.

CGI doesn�’t focus on speeches. We ask everyone who comes to
the CGI Annual Meeting to make a Commitment to Action �– a
new, measurable, and tangible plan to solve a specific global
challenge. Throughout the year, CGI connects members with each
other, provides guidance on implementation strategies, and
ensures there is follow up. We also help our members develop
new commitments and broaden the ones they�’ve already made.



Brookings Institution

www.brookings.edu

The Center for Universal Education at Brookings develops and
disseminates effective solutions to the challenges of achieving
universal quality education. The center offers a forum for research,
high level dialogue, and public debate on a range of issues relevant
education in the developing world.

Education for Children of Conflict

www.cfr.org/project/1345/education_for_c
hildren_of_conflict

As part of its research and policy work, the Center focuses on
examining how education can be a vital part of a comprehensive
humanitarian strategy for conflict, post conflict and refugee
settings. Education can provide a healing and safe place for
children of conflict; it can provide a sense of much needed
normalcy in a chaotic conflict environment, it can teach non
violence and understanding, and most importantly, it can give
young people who have been through the worst misfortune and
even horrors, the tools to build a better life for themselves and a
better future for their nations. Yet education in emergencies and
post conflict situations too often falls through the cracks;
overlooked because it is not seen as �“life saving�” or because
donors do not trust the governments in which these children live.
The Center's work seeks to address this gap by
(a) studying and promoting best practices and model programs
including those standards developed by the INEE, and
(b) drafting and delivering new analyses and recommendations
on international financing of education in conflict situations to
major stakeholders including G 8 development agencies, the
United Nations, and World Bank
(c) creating support, understanding and momentum for the
design and implementation of high quality education projects for
children of conflict.

Save the Children
www.savethechildren.org

Our mission is to create lasting, positive change in the lives of
children in need in the U.S. and around the world.

Our priorities are to ensure that children in need grow up
protected and safe, educated, healthy and well nourished, and
able to thrive in economically secure households.

We provide a wide range of programs, including:

 Training community health workers to care for newborns
and young children;

 Protecting vulnerable children from abuse and
exploitation;

 Helping communities in at risk countries to be prepared
in advance of natural disasters; and

 Improving children's health through regular exercise and
nutritious food in the U.S.



1:45 PM AFTERNOON KEYNOTE
Susan Chira

Foreign Editor, The New York Times

Susan Chira
Foreign Editor, The New York Times

Susan Chira was named foreign editor for The New York Times in
January 2004. Previously, Ms. Chira had been editorial director of
book development since September 2002. Before that she was the
editor of the Week in Review section at The Times since October
1999, after having served as deputy foreign editor of the newspaper
since February 1997. Before that, she served in a variety of
reporting positions including national education correspondent,
correspondent for the newspaper in Tokyo from October 1984 until
February 1989, metropolitan reporter in the Albany and Stamford
bureaus, and reporter for the Business Day section.

Ms. Chira joined The Times as a trainee on the metropolitan desk in
1981 and was promoted to reporter in July 1982. Ms. Chira is the
author of �“A Mother�’s Place: Rewriting the Rules of Motherhood,�”
(HarperCollins Canada, 1998). Ms. Chira received a B.A. degree in
history and East Asian studies from Harvard University in 1980,
graduating summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa. As an
undergraduate, she was a reporter and later president of The
Harvard Crimson. She studied Japanese for a year and a half at the
Inter University Center for Japanese Language Studies in Tokyo and
at Middlebury College, Vt.

Ms. Chira is married to Michael Shapiro, a writer and a professor of
journalism at the Columbia University Graduate School of
Journalism. They have a daughter and a son.

2:00 3:15 PM SCREENING AND PANEL:
Telling Their Own Stories: The Individual as Documentarian and

The Impact of User Generated Media

Moderator: Dan Cogan, Co Founder and Executive Director, Impact Partners; Karen Cirillo, UNICEF, Executive
Producer of Children's Broadcasting Initiatives; Mallika Dutt, Breakthrough, Founder and Executive Director; John
Kennedy, World Without Walls, Executive Producer; Jessica Mayberry, Video Volunteers, Founding Director; Ryan
Schlief, WITNESS, , Asia Program Manager

Dan Cogan
Co Founder and Executive Director, Impact

Partners

Dan Cogan is the Co Founder and Executive Director of Impact
Partners, a fund and advisory service for investors and
philanthropists who seek to promote social change through film.
Since its inception two years ago, IP has been involved in the
financing of over 20 films, including: FREEHELD, which won the
2008 Academy Award for Best Documentary Short Film; THE
GARDEN, which was nominated for an Academy Award for Best
Documentary Feature in 2009; and THE GHOSTS OF ABU GHRAIB,
which won an Emmy in 2007 for Best Documentary Special. Mr.
Cogan received his B.A. from Harvard University, Magna Cum
Laude, and attended the Film Division at Columbia University's
Graduate School of the Arts.



Karen Cirillo
UNICEF, Executive Producer of Children's

Broadcasting Initiatives

Karen Cirillo is the Executive Producer of Children�’s Broadcasting
Initiatives at UNICEF in New York. She coordinates the
International Children�’s Day of Broadcasting (ICDB) and the
annual ICDB Awards and Conference. She also co coordinates the
global oneminutesjr. initiative and conducts video workshops with
young people in countries around the world. In her (not so) spare
time, she serves as a documentary film programmer for festivals
and screenings and runs Doxita, a traveling festival of
documentary shorts.

Mallika Dutt
Breakthrough, Founder and Executive

Director

Mallika Dutt is the Founder and Executive Director of
Breakthrough, an innovative, international human rights
organization using the power of popular culture, media, and
community education to transform public attitudes and advance
equality, justice, and dignity.

Prior to founding Breakthrough, Mallika served as Program Officer
for Human Rights at the Ford Foundation�’s New Delhi Office. She
also acted as the Associate Director of the Center for Women�’s
Global Leadership at Rutgers University.

Mallika co founded SAKHI and currently serves on the Boards of
WITNESS, the Open Society Institute US Programs, Games for
Change, and on the Rights Working Group Steering Committee.

John Kennedy, World Without Walls,
Executive Producer

John Kennedy is an Executive Producer for Purple States
LLC. Purple States® is a media company that combines amateur
authenticity with professional polish and power, through careful
selection and systematic deployment of real people with
characteristics appropriate to the programming, professionally
shot documentary style video featuring an unscripted 'cast,'
professionally directed and edited video crafted from self filmed
footage submitted by people we recruit, train, and manage, or
tailored combinations of self and professionally filmed footage.
The company's aim is to create compelling video narratives that
convey what matters to people. Purple States series have aired on
the New York Times, the Washington Post, and USA TODAY,
funded by The Gates Foundation, The Carnegie Foundation, and
The Fledgling Fund. Prior to working for Purple States, John was a
journalist with over 900 articles published in print and online, for
publications as diverse as Crain's New York Business Magazine, to
Mother and Baby, to Trail Runner Magazine.



Jessica Mayberry
Video Volunteers, Founding Director

Jessica Mayberry is the founder of Video Volunteers
(www.videovolunteers.org), a community media organization
active in India and Brazil. Video Volunteers has enabled hundreds
of poor people to earn a sustainable livelihood through making
media and sharing it with thousands of people in their
communities to empower local people to take action on their
issues. Jessica is a TED Fellow, a Fellow of Echoing Green, an
organization that supports social entrepreneurs, and a winner of
the Knight News Challenge, the most competitive award for
innovations in news and information. In 2009 she was recognized
as an Architect of the Future by the Waldzell Insitute of Austria.
Under her leadership VV has won numerous awards, including the
NYU Stern Business School Business Plan competition, a Tech
Award, and a shortlist for the King Baudouin (of Belgium)
Foundation International Development Prize. Prior to Video
Volunteers, Jessica worked in television in New York at Court TV,
the Fox News Channel, and CNN. She serves on the board of Free
the Children, the world�’s largest organization of �“Children Helping
Children�” and on the Advisory Council of Counterpart
International. She holds a degree in Modern History and Modern
Languages from Oxford University, from which she graduated in
1999.

Ryan Schlief
WITNESS, Asia Program Manager

Ryan Schlief, Program Manager, is a filmmaker and activist leading
WITNESS�’ work in Asia and its global campaign on forced evictions
in the name of development.
Ryan was a local community organizer and staff person on
international human rights for the progressive leader, US Senator
Paul Wellstone. He received his graduate degree in international
law from the School of Oriental and African Studies, where he
focused on economic, social and cultural rights. Ryan organized
global human rights campaigns in Asia Pacific at the Amnesty
International, International Secretariat in London.
Ryan's most recent video advocacy campaign, Counterbalance, on
the right to livelihood of waste recyclers in Delhi was just
launched. Watch the trailer on www.witness.org



AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

UNICEF

www.unicef.org

UNICEF is the driving force that helps build a world where the rights
of every child are realized. We have the global authority to influence
decision makers, and the variety of partners at grassroots level to
turn the most innovative ideas into reality. That makes us unique
among world organizations, and unique among those working with
the young.

We believe that nurturing and caring for children are the
cornerstones of human progress. UNICEF was created with this
purpose in mind �– to work with others to overcome the obstacles
that poverty, violence, disease and discrimination place in a child�’s
path. We believe that we can, together, advance the cause of
humanity.

We advocate for measures to give children the best start in life,
because proper care at the youngest age forms the strongest
foundation for a person�’s future.

We promote girls�’ education �– ensuring that they complete primary
education as a minimum �– because it benefits all children, both girls
and boys. Girls who are educated grow up to become better
thinkers, better citizens, and better parents to their own children.

We act so that all children are immunized against common
childhood diseases, and are well nourished, because it is wrong for a
child to suffer or die from a preventable illness.

We work to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS among young people
because it is right to keep them from harm and enable them to
protect others. We help children and families affected by HIV/AIDS
to live their lives with dignity.

We involve everyone in creating protective environments for
children. We are present to relieve suffering during emergencies,
and wherever children are threatened, because no child should be
exposed to violence, abuse or exploitation.

UNICEF upholds the Convention on the Rights of the Child. We work
to assure equality for those who are discriminated against, girls and
women in particular. We work for the Millennium Development
Goals and for the progress promised in the United Nations Charter.
We strive for peace and security. We work to hold everyone
accountable to the promises made for children.

We are part of the Global Movement for Children �– a broad coalition
dedicated to improving the life of every child. Through this
movement, and events such as the United Nations Special Session
on Children, we encourage young people to speak out and
participate in the decisions that affect their lives.

We work in 190 countries through country programmes and
National Committees. We are UNICEF, the United Nations Children�’s
Fund.



The International Children�’s Day of
Broadcasting

www.awn.com/unicef/icdb

Television has the power to inform, to entertain and to educate. The
International Children's Day of Broadcasting (ICDB), taking place
each December, presents a unique opportunity for broadcasters and
the media to use this power to benefit children. The Convention on
the Rights of the Child which has been ratified by almost every
country on earth states in Article 12 that every child has the right to
express his or her opinion freely and to voice that opinion. The
International Children's Day of Broadcasting gives kids this chance.

In 1991 UNICEF challenged the media and broadcast industry to do
more for kids. With the help of The International Council of The
National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences (NATAS), the Day
was launched and broadcasters eagerly took up the challenge.

In 1992, 200 broadcasters in a little over 80 countries took part in
the first International Children's Day of Broadcasting. In 1993, 824
stations in 112 countries participated, the numbers continued to
grow and in December 1995 more then 2,000 broadcasters from
over 170 countries took part.

The huge increase in participants is only part of the story. The Day
has provided governments, broadcasters, communities and children
themselves with a powerful opportunity to create not only a better
broadcast environment but also a better world for young people.
Governments in many countries have embraced the Day, using it for
a catalyst for action on behalf of children. Broadcaster involvement
goes far beyond the mere allocation of an hour or two of
programming and children play a stronger role each year, not only
expressing their own concerns, but also using the power of
broadcasting to help those among them who are especially
vulnerable.

The International Children's Day of Broadcasting is now one of
UNICEF's most successful advocacy initiatives. It has the support of
some of the world's most powerful and influential broadcasting
organizations and broadcasters from all over the world now annually
" tune in to kids". All UNICEF asks is that broadcasters air
programming for, about or by children. One unique part of this
initiative is that broadcasters themselves decide how and in what
way they will participate. In order to maximize global participation
UNICEF provides high quality low cost programming to any
broadcaster wishing to use it for the Day.

In light of the enormous success of the Day, the Board of Directors of
the International Council of NATAS voted unanimously to recognize
outstanding broadcaster participation in ICDB by creating the
International Council/UNICEF Award. The International
Council/UNICEF Award is intended to honor the television
broadcaster whose special programming for the Day is judged the
most outstanding not for a single television show but for over all
level and quality of participation.

The International Council/UNICEF award was conferred for the first
time in November 1995 at the International Emmy Awards Gala to
Sabado Chiquito De Corporan of the Dominican Republic for a 12
hour live, uninterrupted children's programming marathon that was
seen via satellite in 11 Latin American Nations.



Purple States LLC

www.purplestates.tv

Purple States® is a media company that combines amateur
authenticity with professional polish and power, through careful
selection and systematic deployment of real people with
characteristics appropriate to the programming, professionally
shot documentary style video featuring an unscripted 'cast,'
professionally directed and edited video crafted from self filmed
footage submitted by people we recruit, train, and manage, or
tailored combinations of self and professionally filmed footage.
The company's aim is to create compelling video narratives that
convey what matters to people. Purple States series have aired
on the New York Times, the Washington Post, and USA TODAY,
funded by The Gates Foundation, The Carnegie Foundation, and
The Fledgling Fund. Prior to working for Purple States, John was a
journalist with over 900 articles published in print and online, for
publications as diverse as Crain's New York Business Magazine, to
Mother and Baby, to Trail Runner Magazine

Video Volunteers

www.videovolunteers.org

Video Volunteers (VV) is working to create an alternative media
landscape in which thousands of people around the world, living
in slums and villages, are producing high quality video content
that brings awareness to communities and empowers them to
take action.

WITNESS

www.witness.org

WITNESS is an international human rights organization that
provides training and support to local groups to use video in their
human rights advocacy campaigns. Beyond providing video
cameras and editing equipment, WITNESS is committed to
facilitating exposure for our partners' issues on a global scale. We
help broker relationships with international media outlets,
government officials, policymakers, activists, and the general
public so that once a video is made, it can be used as a tool to
advocate for change.

BREAKTHROUGH
www.breakthrough.tv

Breakthrough is an innovative, international human rights
organization using the power of popular culture, media, and
community mobilization to transform public attitudes and
advance equality, justice, and dignity. Through initiatives in India
and the United States, Breakthrough addresses critical global
issues including violence against women, sexuality and HIV/AIDS,
racial justice, and immigrant rights.



3:30 PM SCREENING

WAITING FOR �“SUPERMAN�”

Lesley Chilcott

Film Contact
Editorial Inquiries:

editorial@takepart.com
Media Inquiries:

media@takepart.com

www.waitingforsuperman.com

Lesley Chilcott is a documentary film producer. After being a
producer on the Academy Award winning An Inconvenient Truth,
Chilcott partnered with director Davis Guggenheim to form
Electric Kinney Films, a feature documentary production
company. Chilcott began her career at MTV Networks and was
part of the creation of the first �“MTV Movie Awards.�” She left
MTV to produce music videos and commercials as an
independent producer. Chilcott has produced It Might Get Loud,
the Barack Obama bio film A Mother�’s Promise for the
Democratic National Convention, the animated short It Was A
Dark and Silly Night, andWaiting for Superman. She also co
founded the nonprofit Unscrew America to address sustainability
and environmental issues.

5:30 PANEL
Public Education Examining the Old Model and Probing The New

Introduction to Panel: Suzanne Bilello, UNESCO Senior Public Information and Liaison Officer
Moderator: Elizabeth Green, Columbia University, Spencer Fellow in Education Reporting; Panelists: Cindy Brown,
Center for American Progress , Vice President for Education Policy; Christopher Cerf, Sanagri Global Institute, CEO;
Jason Kamras, Office of the Chancellor, District of Columbia Public Schools, Director Teacher Human Capital;
Nitzan Pelman, Citizen Schools, Executive Director New York

Suzanne Bilello
UNESCO Senior Public

Information and Liaison Officer

Suzanne Bilello has been the Senior Communications and
Programme Specialist for the UNESCO Office in New York since
2003. She joined the United Nation a year earlier as Director a.i.
of Communications for the United Nations Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC, in
Santiago, Chile. Prior to working for the UN system Ms. Bilello
spent 12 years throughout Latin America and the Caribbean as a
foreign correspondent and foundation representation.

She has an extensive background in field based research,
publishing and project development in the areas of press
freedom, media development, and role of the media in state
building and good governance. As a journalist, Ms. Bilello
covered Mexico and the Central American conflicts, as well as
immigration in the United States, global finance and
development. She received an Alicia Patterson fellowship in 1988
to examine the roots of Mexico�’s political and economic crisis



that precipitated the democratization of that country. Ms. Bilello
has been a staff reporter for U.S. media organizations including
Newsday and The Dallas Morning News. She has published in
academic journals included El Colegio de Mexico and Current
Affairs. She is the recipient of regional and national journalism
awards including from the Inter American Press Association,
Society of the Silurians, New York Press Club, and New York
Publishers Association. She was a member of New York Newsday
team that received a 1992 Pulitzer Prize in Spot News reporting
and in 1986 was a Pulitzer finalist for photo coverage of the
Mexico City Earthquake. Ms. Bilello is a graduate of Barnard
College and the Columbia University Graduate School of
Journalism. She is among the 250 university graduates on
Columbia Spectator's 2004 list of honored alumni in
commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the University's
founding.

Elizabeth Green
Columbia University, Spencer Fellow in

Education Reporting

Elizabeth Green is the editor of GothamSchools, a nonprofit news
site about public schools. She has written about urban education
for The New York Times Magazine, U.S. News & World Report,
The New York Sun, and The Village Voice. She serves on the
board of the national Education Writers Association. In 2009, she
was a Spencer Fellow in education journalism at Columbia
University.

Cindy Brown
Center for American Progress , Vice

President for Education Policy

Cynthia G. Brown is Vice President for Education Policy at the
Center for American Progress and served as Director, Renewing
our Schools, Securing our Future National Task Force on Public
Education, a joint initiative of the Center and the Institute for
America�’s Future. Cindy has spent over 35 years working in a
variety of professional positions addressing high quality,
equitable public education. Prior to joining the Center, she was
an independent education consultant. From 1986 through
September 2001, Brown served as Director of the Resource
Center on Educational Equity of the Council of Chief State School
Officers. She was appointed by President Carter as the first
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights in the U.S. Department of
Education (1980). Prior to that position, she served as Principal
Deputy of the HEW Office for Civil Rights. She has also worked
for the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights under Law and the
Children's Defense Fund.



Christopher Cerf
Sangari Global Education, CEO

Christopher Cerf is currently CEO of Sangari Education, which
offers innovative education programming to over 500,000
students worldwide. He previously served as senior campaign
advisor to Mayor Michael Bloomberg. Between 2004 and 2009,
he was Deputy Chancellor of the New York City Department of
Education where his portfolio included organizational strategy,
external relations (press, communications, politics, etc.),
innovation and R&D, and all aspects of human capital. In that
capacity, he oversaw labor relations and all matters pertaining to
recruiting, supporting, developing and evaluating the nearly
80,000 teachers and 1450 principals who work in the DOE.
Previously, he was a partner in the Public Private Strategy Group,
which advises school districts pursuing comprehensive reform
strategies. In that role, he served for a year as New York City
Chancellor Joel Klein�’s Chief Advisor on Transformation. As part
of that effort, he built and managed a team of external experts
and internal managers charged with (1) re visioning the financial
and organizational structure of the nation�’s largest school district
(1450 schools, serving 1.1 million children with an annual
operating budget of $20 billion) and (2) working closely with the
same team to implement the new design.
Mr. Cerf served for eight years as the President and Chief
Operating Officer of Edison Schools, Inc, the nation's largest
private sector manager of public schools, operating 150 schools
in 19 states and providing other educational services in an
additional 700 schools in both the U.S. and Great Britain. He
earlier served as Associate Counsel to President Clinton and as a
partner in two Washington, D.C., law firms. Mr. Cerf is a
graduate of Amherst College and Columbia Law School, where he
was Editor in Chief of the Law Review, and served as a law clerk
to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O�’Connor. Prior to
attending law school, he spent four years as a high school history
teacher in Cincinnati, Ohio. Mr. Cerf graduated from the Broad
Urban Superintendents Academy in 2004.

Jason Kamras, Office of the Chancellor,
District of Columbia Public Schools, Director

Teacher Human Capital



Nitzan Pelman
Citizen Schools, Executive Director New York

Nitzan Pelman opened the New York region of Citizen Schools in
September of 2007 and serves as its founding Executive Director.
In her role as ED, she oversees a state office comprised of 50
staff members who in turn work with 600 students in 5 public
schools in 3 boroughs. She is also responsible for raising 2.4
million dollars in FY11. Citizen Schools was founded in 1995 to
bring new solutions the education reform landscape and seeks to
reimaging a school day.

Prior to joining Citizen Schools, she worked at the New York City
Department of Education for four years in the Klein/Bloomberg
administration. In that time, she served as the Assistant Director
of the Office of New Teacher Induction and helped create a
mentoring program for 6,500 new teachers. In her final year at
the DOE, she developed, designed, and implemented the
citywide "learning environment survey" administered to 1.8
million people through the Office of Accountability. She also
served as the first Development Director for Teach For America
New York where she organized its first New York City benefit.

Nitzan has participated in CORO's Leadership New York program
and served in special project capacities at KIPP and at New
Leaders for New Schools. She is a graduate of New York
University's Wagner Graduate School of Public Service and Stern
College for Women.

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

UNESCO

www.unesco.org

UNESCO works to create the conditions for dialogue among
civilizations, cultures and peoples, based upon respect for
commonly shared values. It is through this dialogue that the
world can achieve global visions of sustainable development
encompassing observance of human rights, mutual respect and
the alleviation of poverty, all of which are at the heart of
UNESCO�’S mission and activities.

The broad goals and concrete objectives of the international
community �– as set out in the internationally agreed
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) �– underpin all UNESCO�’s strategies and activities. Thus
UNESCO�’s unique competencies in education, the sciences,
culture and communication and information contribute towards
the realization of those goals.

UNESCO�’s mission is to contribute to the building of peace, the
eradication of poverty, sustainable development and intercultural
dialogue through education, the sciences, culture,
communication and information. The Organization focuses, in
particular, on two global priorities:



Center for American Progress

www.americanprogress.org

The Center for American Progress is dedicated to improving the
lives of Americans through progressive ideas and action.

Building on the achievements of progressive pioneers such as
Teddy Roosevelt and Martin Luther King, our work addresses
21st century challenges such as energy, national security,
economic growth and opportunity, immigration, education, and
health care.

We develop new policy ideas, critique the policy that stems from
conservative values, challenge the media to cover the issues that
truly matter and shape the national debate.

Founded in 2003 to provide long term leadership and support to
the progressive movement, CAP is headed by John D. Podesta
and based in Washington, DC. CAP opened a Los Angeles office in
2007.

Sangari Global Education

www.sangariglobaled.com/institute

The nonprofit Sangari International Institute develops
and promotes scientific literacy for all citizens. In partnership
with the American Museum of Natural History, we have
developed and hosted major exhibits on Darwin, Einstein, Water,
and the Genomic Revolution. Over the past six years our projects
have reached almost 1 million people. With North Carolina State
University, the Institute also has sponsored workshops for
teachers. And in partnership with the National Science Teachers
Association, we will host a series of seminars and gatherings for
educators, policymakers, government officials, and others with a
focus on international issues, educational research, and the value
of science for all citizens.

Citizen Schools

www.citizenschools.org

Citizen Schools was founded in 1995 to bring new solutions to the
challenge of young adult education:

 more time
 more relevance
 and more caring adults.

Now a growing national network of after school education
programs for students in the middle grades (6th, 7th and 8th),
our programs complement classroom learning by engaging
students in hands on learning projects led by adult volunteers
after school and supported by a staff of professional educators.

Through the demonstration of our powerful impact and
partnerships with out of school advocates, we are at the
forefront of a movement to transform the learning day and
improve the educational trajectories of young people across the
country.  



GothamSchools

www.gothamschools.org

GothamSchools is an independent news source about the New
York City public schools.

We seek to correct an unfortunate confluence of events: The
movement to improve urban schools is reaching a peak of energy
while the journalism industry is crumbling. That means that both
the achievements and challenges of the movement risk escaping
the healthy scrutiny of a vibrant press corps.

In our Newsroom, we publish daily news and analysis about
school politics, policy, and research. Commentary and diaries
from participants in the school system, from educators to parents
to researchers, can be found in our Community section.

We are an initiative of OpenPlans, a Manhattan based nonprofit
dedicated to empowering civil society through technology.


